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necessary for the peace of the community but
have cast a lurid light upon his name. Chalais
was tried for treason by a special court created to
condemn him, and was at once brought to the
block. Gaston was playing cards when told of the
execution of his favourite, and continued the game
undisturbed. Ornano and Venddme escaped the
block by dying in prison. Richelieu's enemies de-
clared that he caused them to be poisoned, but he
never resorted to secret executions; he was not
afraid to put his opponents to death before the eyes
of all the world.

Richelieu's successes increased the zeal of^thpse
who soughtlils'overtnrow. As Louis returned from
his Italian campaignTin 1630, he fell ill at Lyons.
His health was always infirm, and medical art did
much to weaken a feeble constitution; almost every
day had its drug, and almost every week its bleed-
ing ; in one year, it was said, the King was bled
forty-seven times, and his physicians administered
to him doses of medicine by the hundred. Not-
withstanding all this, Louis dragged out a sickly
existence for forty-two years. At Lyons he was
dangerously ill; the physicians bled him seven times
in one week, and then bade him consider his spiritual
welfare. He received the viaticum, and, on Septem-
ber 3Oth, it was thought he could not survive the
day. " This morning," wrote Richelieu, " I saw
the greatest and most virtuous of kings in such a
condition that I could not hope he would be alive
by night." Everyone believed that Gaston would
soon be king, and rumour declared that Anne ofal crimes, which were, perhaps*mptive, a youth as weak andtii*
